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Salvage when?

✺ objects are damaged and are in an unsafe building 
or area; 

✺ there is risk of further damage;
✺ you have sufficient resources to retrieve, stabilize, 

relocate, document and monitor. 
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Triage: Setting priorities

Prioritize based on value (social, religious, 
historic, institutional)

Undamaged over damaged

Fragility of materials



Documenting Salvage



Documenting Salvage



Documenting Salvage



It involves emergency documentation

Key elements

1. Total number of objects
2. Original location code of each object 
3. Unique ID number of each object
4. Relocation code
5. Object type
6. Damage
7. Stabilisation treatment given
8. Photo or drawing reference number 

Handout : salvage record form



It involves stabilizing and 
packing damaged objects 

Dry or wet surface cleaning
Air and  freeze drying
Packing dry and wet objects





Personal Protective equipment and 
supplies 



https://www.iccrom.org/themes/disaster-resilient-heritage/first-aid-and-resilience-far/resources

https://www.iccrom.org/themes/disaster-resilient-heritage/first-aid-and-resilience-far/resources


Selecting temporary storage
• The collections is unsafe in the museum/deposit



CHOOSING A TEMPORARY STORAGE
 Bomb-proof?

 Secure against 
theft?

 Risk of flooding- no 
leaks in overhead 
pipes?

 Are windows and 
doors sealable?

 Sanitized?





Temporary: how long is 
temporary?

Plan for the future
Temporary storage open 

to visitors  



Workflow





Prioritise objects
• Prepare a list of objects that have to be evacuated first:
• according to the value
• according to the threat
• according to material &  weight 







Document, 
pack & move



Relocate & store



Examples from Italy: Umbria Region
• Deposit of Santo Chiodo (Perugia)
• A Deposit design as hospital for CH

https://www.finestresullarte.info/993n_deposito-di-santo-chiodo-spoleto-ospedale-delle-opere-d-arte.php



• Seven deposit within the region

Examples from Italy: Marche Region



Example from Italy: Marche Region
EQ 2016, statue detached in 2019

Lion of Arquata del Tronto, Ascoli Piceno, Italy



Marche’s Renassance Exhibition with the objects damaged by the Central Italy Eq 2016
https://uss-sisma2016.beniculturali.it/attivita/salvaguardia/rinascimento-marchigiano-opere-darte-restaurate-dai-luoghi-del-sisma-il-18-febbraio-la-mostra-itinerante-giunge-a-roma/



Resources
• Endangered Heritage. Emergency Evacuation of Heritage Collections

edited by Aparna Tandon, ICCROM 2016
(translated into several languages):
https://www.iccrom.org/publication/endangered-heritage-emergency-
evacuation-heritage-collections

• First Aid to Cultural Heritage in Times of Crisis Handbook
edited by Aparna Tandon, ICCROM 2018

https://www.iccrom.org/news/pioneering-resource-first-aid-cultural-heritage-
now-available



Conclusions
• If you can, try to avoid the move, 
• if not, choose an appropriate temporary storage(s)
• Follow the steps of the workflow: 
• assess
• prepare
• document, pack and move 
• relocate and store



Thank you

Hvala vam


